
Gorongosa Park is training conservation
scientists for the world.

The Gorongosa Project
A World Leader in Biological Research,

Ecological Restoration and Science Education

“Gorongosa is the most successful wildlife
restoration on the continent of Africa.” 

 - National Geographic

In 2008, the Government of Mozambique
signed a co-management agreement with the
US-based Greg Carr Foundation to restore
Gorongosa National Park.  The Carr Foundation
then created the  “E.O. Wilson Biodiversity
Laboratory” at the Park headquarters.  

“Professor E.O. Wilson Collecting Ants in 2012”

The Wilson Laboratory has
created an environment for
advanced scientific research. It
provides local and international
scientists and students with
facilities that rival those of
premier academic institutions.  



We are the only national park in Africa
creating a comprehensive inventory of
our biodiversity, "The Gorongosa Map of
Life." This baseline exploration and
documentation of the biological diversity
of the Park provides us with the
information we need to protect it and
restore it. The next step (after knowing
what we have) is to understand the
ecological processes and biological
interactions of these species. We achieve
this through long-term surveys and
monitoring.

a molecular and chemical ecology laboratory,
a biological synoptic collection,
an ambient lab for experimental work,
a facility dedicated to paleontological excavations.

Facilities at the Wilson Lab Include:



We combine the best of the global scientific community with the best of Mozambique. Since 2014, a
total of 70 universities and 18 advanced research institutions from 20 different countries have had
researchers and students in the park. This includes top science institutions such as Princeton, Harvard,
Stanford, Cambridge, and Oxford University. Research topics explored by scientists range from soil
microbiome to animal evolution and behavior to landscape ecology and climate change.

Our 'Gorongosa Map of Life' project has documented nearly 8,000 species of animals and plants that
occur in and around the Park. We have discovered 200 species new to science.

The Scientists of Gorongosa



We are training the next generation of Mozambican scientists. This includes internships
for young people from communities near the Park. Our flagship program is an 18-
month long Master’s in Conservation Biology that allows twelve Mozambican students
per cohort to earn a higher degree in cutting-edge conservation science. This
academically accredit program is part of a consortium that includes three Mozambican
universities and the University of Lisbon. Others teach at Mozambican universities or
pursue doctoral degrees.

Alumni of the first two cohorts are now working in five of Mozambique’s national parks
and at the Ministry of Environment. Others teach at Mozambican universities.

We also offer science workshops to university students and new graduates in advanced
topics and techniques that are not available in other Mozambican institutions.

The Science Students of Gorongosa Park



We want to expand our facilities to be able to host more
foreign researchers and Mozambican trainees.

Goals for increasing science in Gorongosa

We want to investigate the linkages between carbon,
climate, and biodiversity.

We need to better understand
local agro-ecological systems to
help farm families improve their
productivity and livelihoods.

We want to establish satellite
research facilities on Mount
Gorongosa where monitoring is
essential to guide the reforestation
efforts of this unique rainforest.

Northeast of the park, we need
facilities to support research in the
extensive and unique Inhamitanga
Sand Forest and limestone cave
system. 



Seventy universities and 18 advanced research institutions from 20 different countries have had a
student or staff member physically in the Park, involved in a survey or research activity since 2014. 

Universities and research institutions in
Gorongosa National Park--natural science,
social science, health care and agronomy. 

Universities and other research institutions
in Gorongosa National Park

To be included on this list the institution must
have had a student or staff member physically
in the Park, involved in a survey or research
activity since 2014.  The total is 70 universities
and 18 advanced research institutions from 20
different countries. 

Belgium
Ghent University
University of Liège

Brazil
Universidade Federal do Espírito Santo 

Canada
MacEwan University
The University of British Columbia

Croatia
University of Split

Chile
Universidad Catolica, Santiago

Denmark
University of Copenhagen

eSwatini
University of eSwatini

France

University of Montpellier

Germany
Freie Universität Berlin
Friedrich-Alexander-Universität (FAU)
Erlangen-Nürnberg
Humboldt University Berlin
University of Marburg
University of Osnabrück
University of Tübingen
University of Würzburg

Ireland
Trinity College

Italy
Università di Parma

Mozambique
Instituto Superior Politécnico de Manica
Licungo University
Universidade Eduardo Mondlane
Universidade Lúrio
UniZambeze

Norway
University of Oslo



Poland
Adam Mickiewicz University
Poznań University of Life Sciences

Portugal
University of Algarve
University of Coimbra
University of Lisbon
Universidade Nova de Lisboa
University of Porto

South Africa
University of the Witwatersrand
University of Cape Town
University of Pretoria
University of Limpopo

Spain
University of Girona

Sweden
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 

United Kingdom
University of Cambridge
University of Edinburgh
University of Kent 
University of Oxford
University of Reading

USA
Boise State University
Butler University
Columbia University 
Cornell University
Duke University
George Washington University
Harvard University
New York University
Princeton University
Purdue University
Rhodes College
Rutgers University
Stanford University
University of California – Berkeley
University of California – Los Angeles
University of Central Florida
University of Chicago
University of Colorado – Boulder
University of Idaho
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts
University of North Carolina
University of Rochester
University of San Diego
Virginia Tech
Yale University



Additional advanced institutes 

African Natural History Research Trust (UK)
Canadian National Collection of Insects and Arachnids Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (Canada)

CENIEH, Spanish National Research Centre for Human Evolution (Spain)

CIBIO, Centro de Investigação em Biodiversidade e Recursos Genéticos (Portugal)

CIRAD (France)

Ditsong National Museum of Natural History (South Africa)

Instituto de Investigação Agrária de Moçambique (Mozambique) 

German Research Centre for GeoSciences (Germany)

Max Planck Institute for Chemistry (Germany)

Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology (Germany)

Museu de História Natural (Mozambique) 

Mt. Sinai Hospital. (USA) 

National Botanical Garden of Belgium (Belgium)

National Museum, Bloemfontein (South Africa)

Senckenberg Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre (Germany)

Smithsonian Institute (USA)

South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (South Africa)

The Natural History Museum (UK)



We want to create the best scientific infrastructure of any national park in the
world and generate cutting-edge scientific knowledge – to advise our own
management of the Park’s ecosystems and to advance biodiversity, ecological,
and paleontological knowledge broadly. We aim for Gorongosa to become the
leading scientific hub in Africa for research and education in nature
conservation, ecology, and climate science. We already produce cutting-edge,
peer-reviewed research of the highest international visibility.
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