Thel AII-in-One-'Rés'ofur'ce for Buyiﬁg, Dec'o.'réti'n'g,_ ® New & Noteworthy
Organizing and Maintaining Your Space '

A RDOM CALLED EARTH, by Madeleine Ryan. (Pen-
guin, paper, $17.) Set over the course of a sin-
gle day, and centering on an eventful party,
this debut novel by an autistic Australian
woman charts the lively mind of its neurodi-
verse young heroine.

“Whether you are renting or buying your first home or have
owned for years.... Provide[s] the secret sauce you need

to successfully navigate the real estate landscape.”

—BARBARA CORCORAN

SUPERMAN'S NOT COMING: OUR NATIONAL WATER CRISIS

ERIN AND WHAT WE THE PEOPLE CAN D0 aBouT iT, by Erin

BROCKD ?I CH Brockovich. (Pantheon, $28.95.) The celebrat-

Superman’s . o i )

Not Caming ed environmental activist details her continu-
b bkl ing fight to keep chemicals out of ground-

water, highlighting the stakes and offering ad-
vice to concerned citizens,

TALES FROM THE ANT worLp, by Edward 0. Wilson.
(Liveright, $26.95.) In a series of chapters de-
voted to 25 different ant species, the retired
Harvard biologist (and two-time winner of the
Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction) returns
to the animal that first drew him to study so-
cial behavior among insects.

How to Buy, Decorate, Organize,
and Maintain Your Space

THE FRIGHTENED oNEs, by Dima Wannous. Trans-
lated by Elisabeth Jaguette. (Knopf, $25.95.)
This Syrian novel toggles between two wom-
en — the narrator, and the heroine of a manu-
seript her former lover wrote — to paint a tex-
tured picture of Damascus at war with itself.

MAKING SENSE: ON MO-
RALITY, AND THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY, by Sam Harris.
(Ecco, $29.99.) Transcripts of the popular pod-
cast hosted by the prolific neuroscientist and
philosopher.

ROND4 KAYSEN and MICHE
LLE HIGGINS WHAT WE'RE READING

If I'd given it any real thought, I might not have
chosen a book about a terrorist attack in India
“Home-ownership and home-decor are intimately connected, a8 the breather I needed from reporting oh the

coronavirus. But I'm delighted now that I did.
Megha Majumdar's a surning trades our current
ecrisis for one purely engineered by hate, greed
and corruption. Both feature dishonest and
foolish men, hapless women and a runaway
train of events. But Majumdar’s book also offers Iyricism (a per-

but this is the first time I've seen the two subjects converge

in a single, holistic quide that will leave readers
equal parts informed and inspired.”

" fume like a “disguise” over “indigestion and belching and the odor
J U ST I NA B LAK E N EY of feet”), the stench of communal politics and characters so distinet
designer and New York Times bestselling author of The New Bohemians Icouldhear thelr voices, There's Jivan, a Muslim girl who llves in

shack behind a “famous” garbage dump (“You could say [ livedina
landmark building™); PT Sir, a teacher driven by an agonizing
need to matter; and my favorite, Lovely, a transgender woman or
h e h e : et hijra who, even when stung by insults that are “not new” but also
sy E— adC ette : “not old,” holds on to her humanity. I raced through the first third of
==L PCKOROEY. e : G the book, and have slowed down to savor every word.

—APOORVA MANDAVILLI, SCIENCE AND HEALTH REPORTER
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